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Hello! I'm Karen. 

Thank you for considering me as
your photographer.

In this eBook, I provide my 10 top
tips on preparing your property,
so that it can be photographed to
the highest standard.

Please feel free to get in touch
with me directly, if you'd like to
discuss your project or if you
have any queries not answered in
my FAQs. 

https://karenthorburn.com/contact/
https://karenthorburn.com/commercial-photographer/holiday-let-photography-highlands/


"We booked Karen to do an exterior and
interior photoshoot of our property near
Tomatin, to the south of Inverness. 

We needed photographs for our Airbnb profile
and website. I scheduled a call with Karen, and
she put my mind at ease by explaining the
process, providing some tips on styling the
property, and offering to be flexible with the
weather. 

Karen arrived bang on time on the day and
was happy to work around me as I applied
the finishing touches to some of the rooms.
The photos are great, so much better than we
dared hope for! 

We have no hesitation in recommending
Karen to anyone in need of property
photography in the Highlands!"

Frances Law
Property: Tin Church Airbnb, Tomatin
Photography date: January 2022

https://abnb.me/BTL5C1LX0nb


Prepare the exterior1

You'll want the exterior of the property to
look as tidy as possible. 

Here are a few things you can do to achieve
this:

          Wash the windows
          Cut the grass
          Remove weeds
          Blow leaves off the lawn
          Position plant pots symmetrically
          Hide anything unsightly, e.g. bins

The less time I have to spend on pulling out
weeds, hiding wheelie bins, and reeling in
hose pipes, the more time I'll be able to
spend behind the camera!



Fresh flowers add something special to the
interior shots and show that you've gone the
extra mile. I recommend buying a couple of
bouquets, and arranging these in vases that
will look good in all your rooms. I can then
move the flowers around the property as I do
the photography. 

Buy some fresh flowers2



Setting the dining table only takes a few
minutes but it makes a huge difference to
the photographs. It'll really help your guests
to visualise themselves in the property. Try
to embellish the table as much as possible,
perhaps with napkins, jugs and candles.

Set the dining table3



While we're thinking about the dining
table, why not fill the fruit bowl as well?
Again, it helps to make the interior more
homely, and the property more inviting
to your guests. 

Fill the fruit bowl4



Prepare the fireplace 
or wood burner
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I'd always rather light a fire than create
something fake in Photoshop. I'm happy to
get the fire going by myself, but I ask that
you leave me everything I need, i.e. matches,
firelighters, kindling, and logs or peat.

Please bear in mind that it's likely that I'll
need to shoot the fireplace or wood burner
from at least a couple of different angles.
Setting up these photographs takes time, so
I'll need enough logs or peat to keep the fire
going for, say, around an hour. 

Although I always aim to leave a property as
I found it, some extra cleaning will be
required here, to get the fireplace or wood
burner ready for your guests. 



"Oliver’s Travels commissioned Karen  to
undertake interior photography and exterior
photography for three mansion properties in the
north of Scotland. 

The images were required in order to improve our
website listings for these luxury properties, and
for social media content. 

We’re so happy with Karen’s work – the pictures
are amazing and what a difference it’s made! 

All the photographs have been captured to a high
standard, with great attention to detail. Our
prospective clients will now be able to fully
appreciate the quality and scale of these exclusive
holiday lets, and we’ve no doubt that we’ll see an
increase in bookings for these villas next year. 

We can absolutely recommend Karen to anyone
looking for a commercial photographer in
Scotland."

Oliver Bell, Oliver's Travels
Properties: 
Baronial Mansion, Lochloy Mansion & Greystone Lodge
Photography dates: July - November 2021

https://www.oliverstravels.com/britain-ireland/scotland/highlands/baronial-mansion/
https://www.oliverstravels.com/britain-ireland/scotland/lochloy-mansion/
https://www.oliverstravels.com/britain-ireland/scotland/highlands/greystone-lodge/


Check that lightbulbs
work and colour
temperatures match
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I like to shoot with the lights on, to create
warm and welcoming tones in the images.
So, please give some thought to the lighting
in advance of the photoshoot. 

Firstly, please check that all the lightbulbs in
the property are working. Don't forget about
any shaver lights in the bathrooms, the
cooker hood light, and any outdoor lighting.

Secondly, while you're checking that all the
bulbs work, check that the colour
temperatures match too. What we want to
avoid is mis-matched bedside lamps, where
one has a white light and the other gives off
a yellow light. Give some thought to how the
portfolio is going to look. Are the tones
consistent throughout the property?



De-clutter all the rooms7

You'll want to strike a balance between showing
that your property is well-equipped, whilst also
keeping it clutter-free. Please hide any
unnecessary clutter in drawers or cupboards. 

Also, let me know if you have a strong opinion
about whether you want to see towels included
in the photographs. 

Personally, I'd rather see towels in the bathrooms
and not on the beds, particularly if they don't
complement the colours in the bedrooms. 

However, if the towels do complement the tones
in the bedrooms and they look particularly
sumptuous and they've been folded well, then I'll
include them in the photographs. 



Top up the loo roll8

There's nothing that looks worse in a bathroom shot
than an almost-finished cheap loo roll with just a
few sheets hanging from it! If you want the toilet
paper included in the shots, please make sure that
fresh loo rolls are provided. If you want to go the
extra mile, feel free to fold the first sheet to a point!



Clean the interior and
make up the beds
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I'm stating the obvious here, but it's best to take
nothing for granted!

You'll want the interior to look as good as
possible, so please remember to clean the
windows on the inside, make up the beds, and
dust and vacuum all the rooms. 



Consider having your
portrait captured
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I know you'd probably rather avoid posing in
front of the camera! However, bear in mind that
a professional portrait would look great on your
website or Airbnb profile. 

Your prospective clients don't want to see a logo,
bad 'selfie' or a picture of your cat on your
profile picture! They want to see you, the human
being behind the business! 

If you're up for this, I'll aim to capture your
portrait outdoors, in natural light, with a fairly
simple backdrop, and I'll make the process as
relaxed as possible. 

Dress in clothes that you feel comfortable in,
that reflect your personality and your business,
and that complement the surroundings, e.g.
think greens and blues in summer, or more
earthy tones in autumn. 



"The Wee House Company commissioned Karen
to photograph a modular house which we
delivered to our clients in Fort Augustus in the
Scottish Highlands. The property has since been
turned into an Airbnb self-catering holiday let. 

Karen undertook both interior photography and
exterior photography for our company website
and social media platforms. We’re delighted with
the images, all of which are beautifully lit, well
composed and pin sharp. 

Karen’s communication was excellent throughout
the project. I put Karen in touch with our clients
to make the arrangements, and she kept me
updated in the run up to the photoshoot and
delivered the final edited images only a week
later. 

I can highly recommend Karen to anyone looking
for a commercial photographer in the Highlands."

Lynsey Young, The Wee House Company
Property: The Quarry House Airbnb, Fort Augustus
Photography date: September 2021

https://www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/51402497?adults=2&children=0&infants=0&check_in=2022-10-15&check_out=2022-10-22&federated_search_id=24f81b13-8a72-4acb-849c-9f0f5462ddc6&source_impression_id=p3_1647542901_a6lQ5ltjNqNAEP78


How to book...

CONTACT KAREN

If you’d like to go ahead and book
me as your photographer...
brilliant!

Please get in touch and I'll be
happy to provide a quote. I'll look
forward to hearing from you!

https://karenthorburn.com/contact/


www.karenthorburn.com
karen@karenthorburn.com

http://www.karenthorburn.com/

